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Introduction

Everyone is looking for something to believe. Many people sincerely
search for truth but never stop to check whether what they were told is
actually true. They accept it because they heard it often enough.

This book is for anyone who is honestly searching. It looks at how easily
we accept what we are told, why the idea that all religions are the same
does not hold up, the evidence that points to Jesus, and the invitation
to look for yourself.

1 The cheese behind the door

Put a mouse in a box with three holes and place cheese behind the third
one. He will check all three, but he will find it. Do this enough times
and he will run straight to the third hole. Move the cheese, and he will
go to the third hole first, but before long he will start searching the
others.

Now put a man in a box with three doors. You do not have to train him.
Just tell him the cheese is behind door three, even though it is really
behind door one. Put phony cheese behind door three, and he will say
there must have been real cheese here, because this was made from it.
Put crackers there, and he will say cheese must be close, because cheese
and crackers go together. Put nothing there, and he will insist the
cheese is there and we just have not found it yet.

The cheese represents truth. People will believe almost anything if they
are told it enough, and they will rarely investigate it, even when the
evidence does not add up. So the question is a fair one. Will I check for
myself?

There is a way which seems right to a man, But its end is the way of
death.

Proverbs 14:12 (NASB)



2 Tolerance and truth

Today the word tolerance is often used to mean that every belief must
be accepted as equally true. But that is not what the word means. To
tolerate your belief means I respect your right to hold it. It does not
mean I have to agree with it. I am not intolerant because I disagree with
you.

This matters, because if every belief is equally true, then nothing is
really true. And if we are only the product of chance, there is no solid
foundation for right and wrong. Society's standards just drift with the
times.

Christians should be the most respectful people in any conversation.
First Peter 3:15 (NASB) tells us to always be ready to make a defense to
everyone who asks us to give an account for the hope that is in us, yet
with gentleness and reverence. Respecting people and believing that
truth exists go together.

3 Phony cheese and crackers

One common idea is that all religions are inspired by God and the
differences are just human error. It sounds generous, but the major
religions contradict each other on the most basic questions: who God
is, what is wrong with us, and how it is made right. They cannot all be
true at once.

That approach also lets a person pick and choose. Keep the parts you
like and throw out the parts you do not, especially sin and
accountability.

Another idea is that God set the universe in motion and then stepped
back, never involving Himself in our lives. That allows a person to
admit there is a God without needing to listen to Him. Still another is
the idea of karma and endless rebirth, where you never know whether
you are ahead or behind, and the suffering of others is just a debt being
paid. None of these offer forgiveness. None of them offer a Savior.

4 Evidence that points to Jesus

The Bible invites us to check the evidence. The people of Berea were
called noble minded because they examined the Scriptures daily to see
whether these things were so (Acts 17:11, NASB).



One searcher's account tells of a man who was raised between two
faiths and had learned to argue against Christianity. Someone
challenged him to read Isaiah 53, Daniel 9, and Psalm 22 and explain
them any way other than Christ. He could not. Those passages, written
centuries before Jesus was born, describe a suffering servant pierced
for our sins, an anointed one who would be cut off, and a man whose
hands and feet were pierced.

But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for
our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by
His scourging we are healed.

Isaiah 53:5 (NASB)

The sacrifices of the Old Testament pointed forward to this. Without
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness (Hebrews 9:22, NASB). The
blood of unblemished animals was a temporary picture of the sinless
blood Christ would shed once for all people.

5 The cheese was behind door one

Jesus did not claim to be one of many ways. He said, I am the way, and
the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me
(John 14:6, NASB). Either that claim is true or it is not. It deserves an
honest look.

The good news is that God is not hiding. He says, You will seek Me and
find Me when you search for Me with all your heart (Jeremiah 29:13,
NASB).

and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.
John 8:32 (NASB)

If you are searching, I pray you will look at the evidence with an open
mind. Read the Gospels for yourself. Read Isaiah 53. Ask God to show
you the truth. If you have questions or want to challenge what you have
read here, that is all right. Honest questions are where honest faith
often begins.



Looking for the Truth

Many people sincerely search for truth but never check whether
what they were told is true. This book looks at how easily we
accept what we hear, tolerance and truth, why every religion
cannot be right, the evidence that points to Jesus, and the
invitation to look for yourself.

I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the
Father but through Me.

John 14:6 (NASB)
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